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Send mailing address updates to:
cpfletcher@salud.unm.edu

UNM Patholo~ on the Internet
Click on the links for information about
our various programs and divisions
http://hsc.unm.edu/pathology/
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Dear friends, alumni, and pathophiles all:
Please enjoy this Summer 2008 issue of PATHfindings. As I write this, we are
closing in on landing a ("permanent') Department Chair, we're celebrating Pathology's Dr.
Larry Sklar having carried out this year's UNM Annual Research Lecture, and the construction of the long-awaited Office of the Medical Investigator (OMI) building.
Also be sure to read the very interesting piece about the SPA, or Student Pathol
ogy Association. The SPA is the brainchild of one of our most dynamic, driven, and caring
young faculty, OMl's Dr. Michelle Barry. Dr. Barry filled a huge hole in the experience of
medical students at UNM, particularly those who have Pathology among their favored career choices. Cheri Blacksten, a UNM medical
student, notes that as she started medical school here, "there were groups for just about any field or interest except pathology". This
has been true at all the other medical schools in the US as well, so when Michelle, Cheri, David Meredith and their colleagues started
SPA, they were pioneering what will be a national movement to place Pathology much more front and center as a career choice for
medical students.
All pathophiles owe Michelle and her pioneering first students a debt of gratitude for taking this critical step in advancing
Pathology to its rightful place as (at very least) a co-equal peer to internal medicine, surgery, and pediatrics as an excellent basis for a
medical career.
Larry Sklar Presents UNM Annual Research Lecture

Dr. Larry Sklar, Professor in the Department of Pathology, was selected to present the 53rd Annual Research Lecture, the
ighest oaa NM.be tow on it acul Hi presentation~titled "Team Scie ce: P.ar:tnerships fo iscovery and nnovation" was
given in April.
Dr. Sklar graduated from Stanford University's Chemistry Department and was a Helen Hay Whitney Postdoctoral Fellow at the
University of California Santa Cruz and the Baylor College of Medicine. He was a tenured in the Immunology Department at The Scripps
Research Institute before being jointly recruited to the UNM Department of Pathology, the Cancer Research and Treatment Center (CRTC),
and Los Alamos National Laboratories (LANL) in 1990. Dr. Sklar received an American Heart Association Established Investigator Award
for his pioneering real-time analysis of ligand-receptor interactions. He directed the National Flow Cytometry Resource (NFCR) at LANL
and served as Director of the UNM Cancer Center Cytometry Resource from 1990 to1998. He has more than 475 publications and patents
and more than 237 invited lectures in the areas of leukocyte biology, molecular assembly in signal transduction and cell adhesion and new
technology for molecular assembly and drug discovery.
Dr. Sklar and a team of colleagues are developing high throughput flow cytometry for signal transduction and drug discovery.
This work began as an NIH-funded Bioengineering Research Partnership (BRP), which was funded in the inaugural year of that NIH
program and brought together cell and molecular biology, biophysics, instrumentation hardware and software and microfluidics. This team
was recently involved in discovery research that involved membrane steroid receptors of the G protein-coupled receptor (GPCR) class
(Science, 2005 and Nature, 2006) and has discovered small molecules that differentiate the classical nuclear estrogen receptors from the
novel membrane estrogen receptors. These teams are multidisciplinary, crossing academic boundaries and unifying institutions across
our geographic region. The BRP team has continued evolving and innovating, adding synthetic chemistry and cheminformatics, to allow
full-scale engagement in small molecule discovery. The success of this transition has been recognized through its designation as an NIH
Roadmap Molecular Libraries Screening Center ($9M over three years). Continuing team innovation and evolution includes translational
work, taking small molecules into animal disease models, using isotopes and radioimaging.
He led an intensive scientific effort that culminated in UNM's decade long pursuit of designation by NCI as a P30 cancer center,
awarded in the fall of 2005, including a key role in a cross-campus IGERT initiative that could only achieve joint NCI-NSF support because
of Dr. Sklar's participation and position in the newly designated P30 Cancer Center. As Senior Advisor/Director of Biotechnology at UNM
SOM, he has been responsible for integrating and coordinating shared facility activities for the SOM, the CRTC and UNM's NIEHS P50
Center. Recently, he assumed the challenging task of integrating commercialization and intellectual property issues between the Health
Science Center and the UNM Science and Technology Corporation.

Student Pathology Association Update
The Student Pathology Association (SPA) was formed in 2004 . SPA is a Pathology Department
supported group whose goal is to promote education and interest in pathology. It has continued to flourish
with a core group of 12 students that expands to up to 60 people attend ing our review and educational
opportunities. We will be represented by Cheri Blacksten and David Meredith , both fourth year medical
students going into pathology, at the CAP '08 meeting in San Diego. Through these students and many
others, we have been able to impact and support the career choices of medical students to create the future
leaders in pathology.
Blacksten has been involved with the SPA since its inception . To assess how SPA has impacted the lives and
career choices of the students at the University of New Mexico Medical
School , here are some excerpts from an interview with
- -=~=-::~---,--~
Cheri about SPA:
Q. What is your current area of residency interest?

A. Pathology. I am considering a fellowship inTransfusion
Medicine or Molecular Pathology once I complete residency
training .
Q . Will you consider UNMH for possible residency?

A.

Definitely. Absolutely.

Q . What has made the biggest impact on your career

choice?
A. Prior e:xpede1 ,ce h i-..1edie;ai Techr1ol0gy \ivitt &Xpu · ur'G io
laboratory medicine and the great teachers/mentors in the
pathology department have helped me decide in a career in
pathology. Being a member of SPA helped to solidify
my decision to become a pathologist.
Q. What one interesting thing do you think university

pathologists don't know about SPA?
A. In our first year as an official student organization , we
were the first medical student group invited to attend the
CAP conference. We worked with Jan Glass to establish a
student section in the organization - this is still underway, although at this point a student section has not been
officially created.
Q . What would you like to tell university pathologists about SPA?
A. When I got accepted to medical school my boss (Dr. Tom Williams) gave me a copy of Robbin's Pathologic
Basis of Disease as a going away present, and I found that to be one of the most useful books during med
school. When I started medical school there were groups for just about any field or interest except pathology.
I felt little support from other students until we created the SPA. SPA allowed me to connect with other
students interested in pathology as a career or even just as a science. It has so much potential as a student
organization to encourage leadership , provide teaching opportunities for residents, and exposure to all the
fascinating aspects of pathology as a career.

Q. Why should the department continue to support SPA?
A. There is very little exposure to pathology in medical school - it is presented as the basic science of

medicine, and the old stereotype of the person that doesn't like talking to patients is still in place. Exposure
to the many different aspects of this broad field would foster more enthusiasm and interest from medical
students. For those students interested in pathology as a career, it is a great way to get connected with
pathologists for continuity clinics/ letters of recommendation/ etc, and solidify their choice of career - since we
are always being told that part of being happy with our choice is how we get along with people in the field we
are interested in.
Thank you to all of the pathologists who are actively involved with this program. If you are interested in being
more directly involved , contact the faculty founder Dr. Michelle Barry at mbarry@salud.unm.edu.

OMl'S New Digs Are "Just Around The Corner"
Yes , both literally and figuratively, OMI expects to move into their new facility just west of the new
University of New Mexico Cancer Center early in 2010.
The Tri-Services Laboratory building will house the Office of the Medical Investigator, the Department
of Health Scientific Laboratory Division , and the Department of Agriculture Veterinary Diagnostic Services .
Construction was begun on 12 May 2008 by the Jaynes Corporation, and Jaynes recently announced an
estimated completion date of 28 January 2010. The New Mexico General Services Department is in charge
of the construction.
OMI will occupy 57 ,000 of the 190,000 sq . ft. building which is expected to cost $71.5 million , and
will comply with Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) green building specifications. The
new building will enable the OMI to increase basic autopsy stations from 4 to 11 , isolation rooms from 2 to 4 ,
and body storage capacity from 50 to well over 100. Facility additions will include more accommodations for
families in the way of counseling and bodv viewina space and a dedicated observation room for law
enforcement and students. Technical additions will include CT scan and MRI capability which will , in certain
cases , enable the OMI pathologists to conduct a "virtopsy", or virtual autopsy through the use of medical
imaging rather than evisceration and organ removal. Additional space throughout the facility will provide for
more effective technical communications, conferencing , body tracking , and evidence management.
The location is adjacent to the "Big-I" intersection of Interstates 25 and 40, in what is known as the
"Lands West" section of UNM properties which Include Carrie Tingley Children 's Hospital, television studios
for KNME , UPA faculty physician services, and UNM Continuing Education .

